
The Town Crier 
Colonial Square Homes 
November 2025 
Board Members Office Staff 
Leslie LaMarche – President Crystal - On-site Manager 
Debra Capps – 1st Vice President Brenda – Assistant On-site Manager 
Kathy Pestock – 2nd Vice President Cliff - Maint. Superintendent 
Judy Allister – Treasurer Wayne – Lead Maint. Tech. 
Clyde Whitney – Secretary Jerry – Maint. Tech 
 Chad – Maint. Tech 
 Kevin – Maint. Tech. 
 DaMarcus -- Groundskeeper 

Colonial Square Office:          816-452-6664 
    Maintenance Emergency:     913-894-3549 

KC Police non-emergency # 816-234-5111 
Office News 
Call 911 if you hear or see any suspicious activity this includes 
the homeless. Members and maintenance staff should not put 
their self at risk by approaching any unknown person on the 
property.  
Neighborhood Watch meetings will take place the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM in the room above the office.  
 
Water bills for September total $ 44,031.01. This breaks down to 
$181.19 per unit. 
Please be mindful of your water usage. At this rate it is costing the 
coop $528,372.12 a year. 
 
 



Colonial Square Homes, Inc. 
October 9, 2025 
Board Meeting 

 
N E W S L E T T E R   M I N U T E S 

  
Board members present: Leslie LaMarche, president; Debra Capps, first vice president; 
Kathy Pestock, second vice president; and Clyde Whitney, secretary 
Board member absent: Judy Allister, treasurer 
Staff present: Crystal Keeton, site manager, and Cliff Abel, maintenance superintendent 
Also attending: Mike Lauer, regional manager with Tailor Made Property Services, Inc. 
  
   The board convened at 5:30 p.m. 
 

   Open Session 
 

    Amy Ingala appeared for the open session. All present observed a moment of silence 
and Leslie called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Office report 
   Crystal read the office report for September. 
   There have been two move-outs, 35 statements of charges due, 16 statements of credit 
and eight defaults. 
      
Maintenance 
   Cliff reported that there were 123 work orders completed and 12 not yet done. 
   Four rehabs are in various stages of completion and three more are anticipated. 
   Neighborhood Watch signs have been installed and outdoor lights fixed. 
 
Member concerns 
   Leslie opened the floor to member concerns. 
   
Open ends 
   The open session ended at 7:30 p.m. The board met in closed session and the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
    

 
 
 



EXTERMINATION SCHEDULE FOR 2025 
   
Extermination Schedule for 2025  
November 11, 2025 1934-1976 
December 2025 No Exterminations 
January 13, 2026 1978-2022 

 
THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING HOLIDAYS 
Thanksgiving November 27 & 28, 2025 
Christmas Dec. 24 close at noon & Dec 25,25 
New Year’s Day January 1, 2026 

 

 Members:  
During the holidays packages left on door steps risk being stolen. With the 
holidays approaching please make special arrangements to pick them up yourself 
or have a neighbor pick them up for you. The office does not accept deliveries for 
members. 
 
Emergency Service  
For emergency service (after office hours), call 913-894-3549. All emergency work-
order calls must go through the answering service.  
Please do not contact any of the staff at their homes.  
Approved emergency calls  
Approved emergency calls are as follows:  
toilet stopped up -- this applies if there is only one bathroom; *  
kitchen sink stopped up (weekends only); *  
pilot light out;  
water line frozen or broken;  
electricity off (Call Evergy for power outages.);  
lock-out -- a maintenance charge applies;  
main sewer line stopped up; *  
gas odors in unit (Call Spire);  
bathtub stopped up; *  
security problems such as broken locks on doors or broken windows;  
and refrigerator quits working.  
*Do not use any chemical in tub, stool or sink drain. Non-emergency calls cost you and 
your cooperative considerable dollars over a period of time. A maintenance charge for 
false alarms will be assessed. 

 



FROM THE OFFICE & MAINTENANCE STAFF  
 
The holiday season has arrived but before you start decorating 
the outside of your unit here are a few tips to keep in mind. 
Please do not puncture the siding, wood, concrete, brick or 
flashing around doors and windows as this will result in a charge 
for damage to the building. To plug in any outdoor lighting, you 
may use a porch light socket. Please use outdoor rated cords and 
ground fault if possible. If you have any questions, please call the 
office. Decorations must be taken down by February 1, 2026.  
 
To prevent frozen outside faucets we ask that you please remove 
your garden hoses and take them inside for the winter. 
Maintenance will be doing an inspection and will disconnect any 
hoses they find still connected.  
 
This is also a good time to clean out flower beds, empty and bring 
in flower pots & yard decorations that may not survive the freezing 
temperatures.  
Vehicles must be parked so the bumpers are even with the curb. 
This is to aid the maintenance staff during snow removal and for 
persons to walk on the sidewalk. Remove items from your stoops 
so the maintenance men can shovel and put out ice melt. 
Maintenance will not be responsible for damage to yard 
ornaments or decorations that are covered with snow. 
If you are out of town during the winter months set your 
thermostat at 60 degrees to prevent pipes from freezing.  
And last but not least, please be kind to the office and 
maintenance staff during the flu season. We ask that if you are ill 
to PLEASE drop payments in the front door slot. If your household 
has the flu, if possible, please wait until you are well before calling 
in work orders unless it is an emergency so the maintenance men 
will not be exposed to the virus. It will be GREATLY 
APPRECIATED! 



Maintenance Tip  
With the holidays approaching we will be doing a lot 
more cooking, baking and entertaining. That means 
more use of the garbage disposal. To aid in not 
having any problems we have comprised a list of 
things that should not be put down the disposal.  
 
1. Grease  
2. Rice or pasta  
3. Meat bones  
4. Egg shells  
5. Coffee grinds  
6. Stringy or tough peeled veggies like asparagus, lettuce 
celery, potatoes and banana peels  
7. Corn cobs  
 
The best way to prevent stop ups is to scrape all plates, 
pots and pans into the trash. What is left should be able 
to go down the disposal. Also please use only cold water. 
 

 
 



Reminders: Do not put baby/wet wipes down the toilet. These can and 
have caused sewer clogs and back-ups in member basements. If we have 
to retrieve these from your plumbing you will be billed.  
 
Maintenance is finding large amounts of bulky items in the dumpsters. 
Furniture, mattresses, large tv’s etc. should all be brought to the dumpster 
on the south side of the office building. If your dumpster is full, please take 
your trash to the office dumpster or another dumpster. 
 
Overflowing dumpsters are charged extra for each of them to be dumped. If 
maintenance can determine what unit the items came from the member will 
be billed for the removal of the item they had to bring to the office 
dumpster.  
If you see someone dumping you do not believe lives on the property, 
please safely get the license plate number, make and model of the vehicle. 
The coop attorney will send them a no trespass letter.  
 
Smoke Alarms/Carbon Monoxide Detectors:  
 
A smoke alarm for each level is provided and maintained by  
Colonial Square. A carbon monoxide detector is provided in the unit. Call 
the office for a work order and the Maintenance Department will replace the 
batteries as required.  
When carbon monoxide detectors or smoke alarms are found to be not 
functional or without batteries, repairs or a replacement will be made and 
billed to the member at the current rate. 
 
Trick or Treat Safety Tips  
Never eat any treats until they are examined by an adult at your home.  
Trick or treat with friends or with adult supervision. Don’t go alone.  
Never enter the house or car of a stranger  
Trick or Treat in the late afternoon or early evening.  
Trick or Treat in your own neighborhood and visit only houses that you 
know.  
Stay on streets that are well lit and only cross the street at the corners  
Never run across the street and always look both ways before crossing.  
Do not take short cuts through backyards, alleys, or parks.  
Carry a flashlight or wear reflective tape so drivers can see you  
and you can see hazards in the street as well as other people  
Do not play with lighters, matches, or fireworks! 



Register for the Colonial Square Homes Resident Portal 
 
Pay your carrying charges online one time or as an automatic 
payment.  
 
View your account balance.  
 
Keep up to date on cooperative events.  
 
You do not have to set up online payments to be a part of the 
Resident Portal.  
 
You can register for access just to keep in touch with your 
community.  
 
How To Get Started:  
Log on to our property website www.colonialsquarehomes.com 
and choose the Resident Portal link  
Select “Residents” 
Register for the Resident Portal 
  
Important: You must have a valid email address registered in 
our system. Contact the on-site office for assistance in updating 
our records. While we encourage you to sign up for online 
payments through the Portal, members can still pay by check or 
money order in the on-site office. Members may also complete 
an authorization form in the office for automatic payments 
without registering for the Portal if desired. 
 



 



Caramel Apple Cheesecake Bars  
Ingredients 

Crust 
• 1 ½ cups (126 g) graham cracker crumbs, about 10–12 crushed 

graham cracker sheets 
• 6 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 
• ¼ cup (50 g) granulated sugar 

Filling 
• 2 packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, room temperature 
• 2 large eggs, room temperature 
• ⅓ cup (67 g) granulated sugar 
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
• ¼ teaspoon kosher salt 

Apple Layer 
• 2 medium Granny Smith apples, peeled, cored, and finely diced (about 

2 cups) 
• 1 tablespoon granulated sugar 
• ½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• ⅛ teaspoon ground nutmeg 

Topping 
• ¾ cup (94 g) all-purpose flour 
• ¼ cup (50 g) light brown sugar, packed 
• ¼ teaspoon kosher salt 
• ½ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• 5 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 
• Caramel sauce, for drizzling (store-bought or homemade) 

Instructions 
1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Line a 9×9-inch baking dish with parchment paper, 
including up the sides for easy removal. 
2. In a medium bowl, combine graham cracker crumbs, melted butter, and 
granulated sugar. Stir until the mixture resembles wet sand. 



3. Press the mixture evenly and firmly into the bottom of the prepared baking 
dish. 
4. In a large bowl, using a hand mixer on medium speed, beat cream cheese 
until smooth. 
5. Add eggs, granulated sugar, vanilla extract, and salt. Beat again until 
creamy and well blended. 
6. Spread the filling evenly over the crust. 
7. In a small bowl, toss diced apples with granulated sugar, cinnamon, and 
nutmeg until evenly coated. 
8. Scatter the spiced apples evenly over the cream cheese filling. 
9. In a medium bowl, whisk together flour, brown sugar, kosher salt, and 
cinnamon. Stir in melted butter until the mixture forms a crumbly dough. (Do not 
overmix.) 
10. Sprinkle the crumble evenly over the apples. 
11. Bake for 35-40 minutes, or until the filling is set and the crumble topping is 
golden brown. 
12. Transfer the baking dish to a wire rack and let cool completely for about 1 
hour, then refrigerate for at least 1 hour before slicing. 
13. Just before serving, drizzle slightly warmed caramel sauce over the top of 
the chilled bars. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Fences 

      Fences are permitted with the following guidelines: 
1. Number 9-, 10- or 11-gauge non-ornamental galvanized chain link (cyclone) 

steel fence fabric. 

2. Minimum 40 inches to maximum 48 inches high but of uniform height to 
previously erected fences in the same building or two-building complex. 

3. Line posts and top rails no less than 1 3/8 inches in diameter with line posts 
capped and spaced no farther than 10 feet apart embedded in concrete, with 
fabric fastened to the top rails at intervals of no fewer than 30 inches apart. 

4. At least one gate per fenced yard with a minimum width of 36 inches. 

5. There must be room for at least a five-foot alley way to the rear of each fence 
to allow access by maintenance workers and their equipment and by other 
members and their guests. 

6. The fence area must be no wider than the width of the unit unless it is fencing 
for an end unit. 

7. Maximum depth is 27 feet. If, however, there is another building behind the 
yard to be fenced and the distance separating the two buildings is less than 59 
feet, then the two-building complex must be considered together. Both 
buildings must have the same fence depth with a five-foot alley way between 
the rear of each fence. 

8. If a unit is an end unit and fencing will not interfere with fencing privileges of 
another unit, the fence may begin in the middle of the end side, extend a 
maximum of 10 feet into the side yard and back no more than 27 feet from the 
rear of the unit. It should form right angles to a point marking the edge of the 
neighbor's yard and back to the unit at the point of separation between the 
two units. When a fence is part of a two-building complex, fencing privileges of 
both buildings should be considered together. 

9. Members who have fences in disrepair will be given notification to correct the 
deficiency. If the deficiency is not corrected, Colonial Square will with repair or 
remove the fence and charge the member at the current hourly maintenance 
fee. 

10. Maintenance will remove fencing from rental units when the renter moves out 
or when a renter wants the fence removed (revised November 2024) 
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**Neighborhood Watch Meeting 7:30 PM in the room above the 
office.            
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